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FOREWORD. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Guildford. 


I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough 
for  the  year  1954. 

As  this  is  the  last  report  I shall  be  presenting,  I thought  you  might 
be  interested  in  a few  comparisons  with  the  first  report  I submitted  in 
1928,  the  intervening  years,  and  the  present  year  under  review. 

In  1928  our  population  was  27,980,  the  Birth  Rate  17.1,  Death 
Rate  11.9,  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  49.8. 

There  was  a Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  another  Sanitary 
Inspector.  There  were  three  Health  Visitors.  We  had  one  clerk.  We 
had  control  of  all  health  services,  school  medical,  maternity  and  child 
welfare,  supervision  of  midwives  and  nursing  homes  and  our  own 
Isolation  Hospital  under  a joint  Board.  In  fact,  the  only  public  health 
services  not  under  the  control  of  the  Council  were  tuberculosis,  venereal 
disease  and  mental  certification.  Now,  thanks  to  the  Education  Act 
of  1944,  all  education  control,  including  school  medical  work,  has 
passed  to  the  County  Council  and  the  National  Health  Service  Act  took 
away  our  health  visitors,  our  supervision  of  midwives  and  maternity 
and  child  welfare  work.  The  Isolation  Hospital  closed  as  a war 
emergency  in  1940  and  was  never  re-opened. 

But  the  good  work  proceeds,  even  if  under  new  management,  and 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Surrey  County  Council  remains  responsible  for  it  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

By  1954  the  population  had  risen  to  49,500,  the  Birth  Rate  had 
again  risen  to  17.1,  the  Death  Rate  remained  at  11.3,  but  the  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  had  fallen  to  27.05,  half  what  it  was  in  1928. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  this  period  has  been  note- 
worthy in  that  diphtheria  has  all  but  disappeared,  thanks  to  immunisa- 
tion. Scarlet  fever  is  now  a mild  disease  for  which  most  cases  do  not 
require  hospital  treatment  at  all,  after  being  a serious  disease  with  a 
definite  mortality.  Whooping  cough  incidence,  though  still  high,  has 
also  been  reduced  in  virulence  owing  to  the  immunisation  of  infants, 
started  in  Guildford  in  1936,  serving  to  prevent  attack  until  the  child 
is  older  and  more  able  to  resist  infection  and  cope  with  an  attack.  Both 


4 


in  this  and  measles  the  new  drug  treatment  has  prevented  the  incidence 
of  complications  which  caused  the  pneumonia  from  which  so  many 
children  under  one  year  died.  The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  too 
has  fallen  markedly  and  recovery  from  this  disease  is  now  quite 
common,  whereas  it  used  to  be  called  “ The  Captain  of  the  men  of 
Death.”  All  over  the  country  isolation  hospitals  are  either  closing 
down  or  taking  in  other  diseases,  or  even  old  people  with  chronic 
illnesses. 

In  1934,  in  Guildford,  was  opened  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  a new  all-purpose  clinic  which  must  be  one  of 
the  best  in  the  country. 

Public  Health  work  in  Guildford  has  gone  ahead  during  these  27 
years  and,  with  our  staff  of  sanitary  inspectors  under  our  most  efficient 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  meat  inspection  and  clean  food  are  at  a 
premium. 

Guildford  in  1947  inaugurated  the  first  hygienic  food  exhibition 
in  the  country  and  also  the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild 
was  the  first  of  its  kind.  Letters  came  from  all  over  the  world  asking 
for  our  help  in  founding  similar  ventures  and  even  to-day  we  are  not 
forgotten.  Our  efforts  have  been  mentioned  in  Parliament  and  a short 
time  ago  our  help  was  requested  from  Rhodesia. 

So  far  as  the  report  on  1954  is  concerned,  the  year  can  be  said  to 
have  been  a healthy  one.  Though  there  were  many  notifications  of 
infectious  disease,  none  assumed  serious  proportions  nor  caused  any 
mortality.  There  was  no  fatal  case  of  any  infectious  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and  meningitis. 

The  Birth  Rate  remains  low,  but  that  is  a nation-wide  phenomenon, 
though  our  rate  is  much  higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  Death  Rate  is  low  and  70%  of  deaths  were  in  persons  over  65, 
an  excellent  figure,  exceeding  the  67%  of  1953. 

Again  the  healthiness  of  Guildford  is  self-evident  and  no  cause 
militates  against  the  continued  health  of  its  inhabitants. 

1 cannot  quit  my  post  without  referring  to  the  kindness  and  help 
I have  received  on  all  sides  while  I have  lived  in  Guildford.  The 
Health  Committee  have  given  me  all  the  help  and  encouragement  any- 
one could  desire.  I am  more  than  grateful  to  them  and  to  the  Council 
of  this  Borough  for  27  years  of  kindness  and  consideration,  and  I 
leave  my  post  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  very  great  regret. 

F.  A.  BELAM,  T.D.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  : 7,322. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  mid- 
1954,  civilian  and  members  of  the  Armed  Forces.  Total 
49,500. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  (end  of  1954),  according 
to  the  Rate  Books  : 14,612. 

Rateable  Value  on  31st  December,  1954:  £603,262. 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (at  31st  March,  1955)  : 
£2,367. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births — 

M. 

F.  ^ 

Total  

407 

343 

Legitimate  

380 

324 

Illegitimate  

27 

19 

Still  Births — - 

Total  

„ 8 

1 l 

Legitimate  

7 

1 

Illegitimate  

1 

— 

Deaths — ! 

Totals  

269 

292  j 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident 
population,  17.1. 


Rale  per  1,000  (live  aiR 
still  births),  27. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation, 11.3. 


The  Birth  Rate,  17.1,  shows  a very  considerable  and 
welcome  rise  over  that  of  the  last  and  preceding  years.  Again 
the  output  of  new  Corporation  houses  throughout  the  year  has 
been  excellent  and  it  may  well  be  that  this  is  the  cause  of  the 
continued  increase  in  the  birth  rate.  As  I mentioned  in  a 
previous  report,  it  is  well-known  that  newly-married  couples 
frequently  wait  to  start  a family  until  they  have  a house  of 
their  own.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  15.2, 
whereas  the  Guildford  Rate  is  17.1,  so  that  the  Guildford  birth 
rate  compares  very  favourably. 


The  permanent  houses  erected  by  the  Corporation  since 
the  war  and  up  to  June  1st,  1955,  is  1,877,  and  100  temporary 
dwellings,  which  is  an  excellent  figure, 
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The  Death  Rate  is  11.3,  slightly  below  that  of  1953,  and 
compares  with  the  rate  of  11.3  for  the  country  as  a whole 
and  11.3  for  the  smaller  towns. 

The  chief  cause  of  death  is,  as  usual,  disease  of  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels,  again  as  before,  affecting  the  older  people, 
since  70%  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  and,  of  these, 
43%  died  of  disease  of  heart  or  blood  vessels.  These  diseases 
caused  51%  of  all  deaths. 

Next  to  circulatory  diseases  comes  cancer,,  contributing 
one-fifth  of  all  deaths.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in  1954  there 
were  24  of  these  deaths  assigned  to  cancer  of  lung  and 
bronchus.  In  195.3  there  were  12  so  assigned,  in  1952  14,  in 
1951  14  and  in  1950  only  3.  1950  was  the  first  year  that  deaths 
due  to  cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus  were  specified.  The 
cause  of  the  increased  incidence  thus  shown  is  not  known. 
It  seems  incredible  that  cigarette  smoking  alone  is  the  cause, 
especially  when  6 of  the  deaths  were  female  and  one  male 
death  was  at  32.  The  disease  is  supposed  to  take  20  years  to 
appear  and  one  can  hardly  think  of  heavy  cigarette  smoking 
at  12.  Work  is  being  done  on  investigation  of  causes,  heavily 
subsidised,  I believe,  by  the  tobacco  firms,  so  in  due  course  the 
real  cause  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  found. 

Pneumonia  caused  32  deaths,  27  of  these  being  over  65 
years  of  age.  Of  these,  none  were  notified  prior  to  death. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  deaths  from  infectious  disease  are 
very  low.  It  includes  6 deaths  assigned  to  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis and  one  to  non-pulmonary  tuberculous  disease.  Menin- 
gitis caused  one  death  of  an  infant.  A death  assigned  to 
scarlet  fever  was  in  fact  due  to  heart  disease  supposed  to  have 
been  due  to  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  some  44  years  previously. 

These  figures  show  that  nothing  in  any  way  deleterious  to 
health  is  to  be  found  causing  mortality  in  Guildford. 

But  for  a discrepancy  in  the  sexes,  the  deaths  locally 
recorded  and  those  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General  agree, 
for  the  first  time  I can  remember. 

Infantile  Mortality.  Of  the  750  births  during  1954,  23 
babies  died  before  attaining  their  first  birthday,  giving  an 
infantile  mortality  rate  of  27,  which  is  unfortunately  well 

tr  ’ r 
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above  the  22.3  of  1953.  Of  these  deaths  the  Registrar- 
General  states  16  were  male  and  7 female,  whereas  in  local 
returns  we  have  only  15  male  and  7 female.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  for  1954  for  England  and  Wales  is  25.5,  a lower 
figure  than  Guildford.  A consideration  of  the  causes  of  these 
infant  deaths  shows  that  of  the  23  deaths  14  babies  were  under 
a month  old  at  death.  This  does  not  allow  much  influence 
from  post-natal  sources  such  as  maternal  and  child  health. 
The  causes  of  these  14  deaths  indicate  that  11  of  them  were 
due  to  conditions  obtaining  at  birth.  These  were  as  follows  : — 
At  10  minutes  of  age  a child  died  from  cerebral  haemorrhage ; 
from  congenital  deformity  or  malformation  5 babies  died  aged 
respectively  20  minutes,  3 hours,  1 day,  3 days  and  4 days ; 
two  died  from  prematurity  at  2 days  and  4 hours  respectively; 
one  died  at  one  day  from  congenital  cirrhosis  of  the  liver; 
and  one  at  one  week  from  congenital  heart  disease;  and  the 
eleventh  was  a child  who  died  at  a month  from  acute  haemo- 
lytic anaemia.  Of  the  other  three,  2 died  from  pneumonia  at 

2 days  and  1 week  respectively,  and  the  last  from  pyelitis  at 

3 weeks. 

Other  infant  deaths  were  : — From  congenital  defects,  3 
at  2 months,  4 months  and  11  months  ; from  gastro  enteritis, 
one  at  4 months  ; from  pneumonia,  one  each  at  7 and  9 months  ; 
from  meningococcal  meningitis,  one  at  9 months ; and  at  9 
months  a child  died  accidentally  suffocated. 

One  male  infant  death  cannot  be  found  in  local  returns. 

Old  People’s  Welfare.  T his  has  been  very  much  stressed 
by  the  Mayor’s  scheme  of  ascertainment  of  old  people  who 
might  be  in  need  of  assistance.  Many  voluntary  Visitors 
divided  up  the  town  between  them,  and  some  5,000  old  people 
were  visited.  Of  these,  a ready  division  can  be  made  into 
three  categories.  Firstly,  those  old  people  who  live  alone 
with  a companion  or  without,  whose  conditions  are  quite 
satisfactory.  Secondly,  those  living  with  relatives  where  con- 
ditions again  are  satisfactory.  Vastly,  those  last  900  to  1,000, 
of  whom  some  400  were  already  being  regularly  visited  by  the 
40  or  so  voluntary  Visitors  of  the  Old  People’s  Welfare  Com- 
mittee. In  addition,  another  300  would  like  a visit  just  for  a 
talk  and  to  see  a fresh  face,  not  that  they  need  assistance. 
The  survey  did  not  disclose  any  old  person  in  need  of 
assistance  who  was  not  receiving  it.  The  400  alone  referred 
to  are  home-bound  or  bedridden.  The  name  of  “ Friends  at 
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Hand  ” has  been  coined  for  those  willing  to  visit  old  people 
living  nearby. 

Other  schemes  for  old  people,  in  addition  to  the  Visiting 
Service,  are  the  six  Autumn  Clubs,  with  a membership  of  626. 

Meals  on  Wheels  are  organised  by  the  W.V.S.  on  three 
days  a week  and  280  meals  are  served  monthly,  to  45  old 
people,  at  a charge  of  l/4d.  per  meal.  Extension  of  this 
service  seems  indicated. 

A Mobile  Library  is  also  run  by  the  W.V.S.  in  association 
with  Guildford  Public  Library  Service. 

Chiropody  Service  has  been  started  in  a small  way,  but 
on  a clinic  basis,  the  home-bound  are  not  catered  for.  A 
weekly  session  is  held,  where  6 old  people  are  treated  at  a 
time,  at  a charge  of  2/6d.  per  head.  A clinic  is  now  held  at 
vSt.  Luke’s  Hospital,  to  which  any  doctor  can  send  his 
‘ chiropody  ’ cases. 

161  old  people  were  given  a holiday  at  a cost  of  £5  per 
head. 

Night  Attendance  Scheme,  This  was  the  Pilot  Scheme 
for  Surrey  and  is  subsidised  by  the  County  Council  to  allow 
for  those  not  able  to  pay  the  12/6d.  demanded.  From  October, 
1953,  to  the  end  of  February,  1955,  60  old  people  have  been 
helped  by  this  scheme  and  378  visits  made  by  night  attendants. 
The  scheme  has  fulfilled  a need  and  excellent  co-operation 
from  the  Queen’s  Nurses  and  some  doctors  has  been  obtained. 
A reduced  fee  is  taken  if  necessary. 


Geriatric  Social  Worker  Nurse.  This  is  a Queen’s  Nurse 
who  works  half-time  as  a District  Nurse  and  half-time  on 
geriatrics.  She  attends  the  geriatric  clinic  at  St.  Luke’s 
Hospital  and  visits  cases  seen  at  that  clinic  in  addition  to 
others  of  whom  she  is  notified  by  doctors  or  others.  Between 
February  1st,  1954,  and  January  1st,  1955,  220  patients  were 
referred,  108  from  Guildford  Borough  and  112  outside.  672 
visits  were  made,  410  to  town  and  262  to  country  patients. 
Of  these  220  patients,  74  were  married,  25  single  (5  male  and 
20  female),  89  widows  and  32  widowers.  Incomes  were  all 


low.  Of  the  220  patients,  211  had  relatives,  9 had  no  living 
relative,  152  had  relatives  living  near  and  helpful.  In  32  cases 
relatives  lived  far  away.  27  had  antagonistic  relatives. 
References  were  in  136  cases  from  hospitals,  72  from  doctors, 
in  7 cases  from  local  government  sources  and  5 by  voluntary 
agencies.  Cases  were  referred  for:- — Illness  66,  infirmity  101, 
mental  confusion  or  incontinence  39,  and  convalescent  help  14. 
Only  8 patients  came  into  the  half-way  house  category.  Of 
the  27  with  antagonistic  relatives,  10  were  admitted  to 
hospital,  .3  to  welfare  home,  2 to  nursing  home  and  12  kept  at 
home  with  Home  Help.  Of  the  confused  patients,  17  were 
admitted  to  geriatric  wards,  5 to  mental  hospital,  2 to  nursing 
home  and  15  kept  at  home  with  Home  Help.  The  chief  want 
is  a laundry  service  for  old  people. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  During  the  year,  pathological  and 
bacteriological  work  was  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  St.  Luke’s  Hospital. 

The  total  work  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


Skin  Swabs  1 

(for  Staphylycoecus  Aureus) 

Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  32 


(for  KJL.B.  testing:  Haemolytic  Streptococci) 

Eye  Swab  

(for  organisms) 

Aliscellaneous  14 

(Biological  examination  of  Milk  samples) 


Guildford  Deaths  in  1954 
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Guildford  : Abortions  with  sepsis— 0.00  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Ambulance  Work.  Ambulance  work  is  under  the  Surrey 
County  Council,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  carrying  out 
the  work  as  agents. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  duties  performed 
during  1954  — - 


No.  ot 
Members. 

Corps  and  Ambulance 

Public 

Duty. 

Hours 

Transport. 

Hours 

Hospital 
and  Clinic. 
Hours 

Miscel- 

laneous 

Hours 

Divisions  

73 

1,243 

5,086 

14 

312 

Nursing  Division 

49 

1,039 

4,855 

795 

140 

Student  Nursing 

Division  

16 

83 

13 

Ambulance  & Nursing 
Cadet  Divisions, 
including  proba- 
tioners   

170 

72\ 

— 

2941 

92 

308 

2,4 37i 

9,954 

1,1031 

544 

First  Aid  cases  treated  on  Public  Duty  80 

First  Aid  cases  treated  off  Public  Duty  95 

Medical  Comforts  loaned  874 

Civil  Defence  Members  13 

N.H.S.R.  Members  8 


Miscellaneous  duties  include  Eectures,  etc.,  to  G.k.B.  and  Youth 
Movements,  and  also  training  of  Civil  Defence  personnel. 

Transport  duties  include  Train  Escorts. 

Transport  Duties. 

Six  Ambulances,  two  Sitting  Cars  (one  Mobile  Dressing  Station  for 
Public  Duties). 

Number  of  patients  removed — 


Patients. 

Mileage. 

Brigade  

38 

2,493 

For  Surrey  County  Council  

„ ......  12,852 

123,428 

12,890 

125,921 

Number  of  emergency  cases 

...  1,104 

Nursing  in  the  Heme.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
Queen’s  District  Nursing  Association  under  the  Surrey  County 
Council.  The  work  done  by  these  excellent,  highly-trained 
and  hard-working  nurses  is  as  follows  ; — ■ 
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Children  Under  Five  Years  Nursed  by  Queen’s  Nurses. 

Transferred  to 

No  of  Cases.  Visits  Paid.  Hospital. 

Measles  3 32  — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  — — — 

Whooping  Cough  3 13  — 

Influenza  — — — 

Pneumonia  — — — 

Other  Diseases  65  367  5 

71  412  5 


Children  Over  Five  Years  Nursed  by  Queen’s  Nurses. 

Transferred  te 

No.  of  Cases.  Visits  Paid.  Hospital. 

Measles  — — — 

Whooping  Cough  3 21  1 

Scarlet  Fever  2 5 — 

Influenza  1 7 — 

Pneumonia  1 24  — 

Other  Diseases  150  879  2 

157  936  3 


The  Maternity  Work. 

Midwifery  admissions  177 

Maternity  admissions  58 

Ante-natal  admissions  47 

282 

Midwifery  cases  139  Visits  2,471 

Maternity  cases  16  „ 402 

Ante-natal  — ,,  952 

Post-natal  — „ 14 

General  Work — 

Cases  1,975  Visits  37,482 

Number  of  Ante-natal  Sessions  100 

Number  of  Attendances  2,758 

Number  of  New  Bookings— 

District  144 

Maternity  Home  316 
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Maternity  Provision,  Fifty-seven  maternity  beds  are 
provided  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  At  this  Hospital,  the  total 
of  1,063  births  took  place  in  1954,  of  which  371  were  to 
residents  and  692  to  non-residents. 

Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home  offers  17  beds,  and  a total 
of  123  births  took  place  there,  of  which  36  were  to  residents 
and  87  to  non-residents. 

At  the  ten  beds  of  the  Jarvis  Home,  there  were  65  births 
to  non-residents  and  175  to  residents. 

Thus,  of  institutional  births,  there  were  1,426  (582  resi- 
dents and  844  non-residents).  This  gives  a percentage  of 
90.71%  of  total  births  (residents  and  non-residents)  and 
80.38%  residents  only. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  Clinic  sessions  were  as 
follows  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare)  : — 

Arundel  House,  Stoke  Road. 

Tuesday  morning,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 

North  Road,  Stoughton. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

Village  Hall,  Merrow. 

Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

Community  Hall,  Foxburrows  Avenue,  Westborough. 

Monday  afternoons. 

Onslow  Village  Hall. 

First,  third  and  fifth  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Burpham  Village  Hall. 

Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  afternoons. 

Tuberculosis — Chest  Clinic.  Sessions  at  the  Chest  Clinic, 
Tower  House,  Epsom  Road,  Guildford,  are  now  : — 


Monday  and  Wednesday  at  1.30  p.m. 

Friday  at  9.30  a.m. 


The  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  L.  J.  Rowley,  visits  cases  too  ill 
to  attend,  on  request  of  the  Practitioner  in  charge. 

Venereal  Diseases.  The  County  Council  Clinic  was  held 
at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital  on  Tuesdays  and 
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Fridays,  from  5 to  7 p.m.,  for  rtiales,  and  Mondays,  from  2 to 
7 p.m.,  and  Thursdays,  9.30  to  11  a.m.,  for  females.  Contacts 
are  dealt  with  from  these  Clinics. 

Notification  of  Births.  During  1954,  396  male  and  328 
female  births  were  notified  to  residents,  a total  of  724,  3 more 
than  in  1953.  There  were  10  stillbirths  (18  in  1953),  8 tnale 
and  2 female.  In  all,  there  were  in  Guildford  1,572  births,  724 
to  residents  and  848  to  non-residents,  so  that  non-residents 
take  up  most  of  the  beds  in  institutions,  and  this  necessitates 
early  booking  by  residents. 

Of  the  births  notified,  those  of  residents  took  place  at  the 


following  places  : — 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital  371 

Mount  Alvernia  36 

Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses  175 

Home  - 142 


Of  the  births  to  non-residents  in  Guildford,  venues 


were  : — • 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital  692 

Mount  Alvernia  87 

Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses  65 

Home  4 


Hospital  Provision.  The  South  West  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Board  maintain  two  hospitals  in  Guildford, 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  with  229  beds,  and  St. 
Luke’s  Hospital,  with  379  beds. 


Supervision  of  Nursing  Homes.  Of  the  two  registered 
Nursing  Homes  in  Guildford,  one  is  under  the  Hospital  Board 
— the  Jarvis  Home  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses— and  one  is  exempt 
— the  Mount  Alvernia  Nursing  Home.  Mount  Alvernia  still 
remains  liable  to  inspection  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
It  offers  33  general  and  17  maternity  beds,  and  during  1954 
dealt  with  731  general  and  123  maternity  patients.  Both 
these  Homes  were  duly  inspected  during  the  year. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

As  has  been  the  case  since  the  war  all  infectious  cases 
requiring  hospital  treatment  were  admitted  to  the  special 
hospitals  at  Ottershaw  and  Farnham.  Notifications  from  these 
hospitals,  as  well  as  from  the  Ambulance  Department,  are 
most  useful  as  giving  early  advice  of  cases  which  may  not 
be  notified  officially  for  several  more  days.  This  is  often  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  doctors  who  sent  them  in  are  themselves 
awaiting  confirmation  of  diagnosis. 

There  were  504  notifications  of  infectious  disease  during 
1954,  almost  exactly  the  same  number  as  in  1953.  Of  these,  308 
were  measles  and  123  whooping  cough,  as  opposed  to  278 
measles  and  84  whooping  cough  in  1953.  Of  these,  only  4 cases 
of  whooping  cough  were  admitted  to  hospital.  The  other  cases 
were  all  treated  in  their  own  homes  satisfactorily  by  the 
general  practitioners,  whose  use  of  the  antibiotics  controlled 
the  secondary  infections  generally  responsible  for  the  lung 
complications  of  these  diseases.  The  Health  Visitors  assist 
by  advising  the  mothers  as  to  nursing  care  and  isolation. 

Poliomyelitis.  Only  two  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified.  The  first  was  a girl  of  six  who  was  notified  in  April. 
She  had  just  landed  from  Malta,  having  commenced  her  ill- 
ness while  on  the  voyage.  It  was  obvious  that  her  infection 
had  been  obtained  in  that  island.  She  remained  for  a month 
in  St.  Luke’s  Hospital,  Guildford,  whence  she  was  transferred 
to  the  Rowley  Bristow  Hospital,  where  she  was  treated  until 
her  discharge  in  October.  At  first  it  was  thought  that  the 
case  would  be  non-paralytic,  but  she  developed  weakness  in 
her  back  muscles,  especially  the  left  gluteal  and  the  erector 
spinae.  The  legs  also  were  slightly  affected.  On  her  final 
discharge  from  hospital  her  left  leg  was  still  weak,  though 
she  could  walk  slowly.  Complete  recovery  was  expected. 

The  second  case  was  a boy  of  five,  who  started  his  illness 
in  October  with  aching  legs  following  a cold.  He  was  dressed 
and  taken  to  the  doctor’s  surgery,  where  a diagnosis  of 
poliomyelitis  was  made  and  he  was  removed  to  the  Farnham 
Isolation  Hospital.  He  remained  there  from  18th  October  to 
9th  November  and  was  discharged  cured,  having  a slight 
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weakness  of  his  left  ankle,  which  would  probably  strengthen 
in  time  satisfactorily. 

Meningitis.  A child  of  nine  months  died  in  two  days  of  a 
virulent  infection  of  meningococcal  meningitis.  These  odd 
cases  occur  from  time  to  time  and  no  explanation  seems  forth- 
coming as  to  the  source  of  infection.  Owing  to  the  extreme 
severity  of  the  infection,  treatment  is  of  no  avail,  though  if 
given  in  time  the  treatment  of  this  disease  can  be  most 
successful  by  the  use  of  modern  methods. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  42  cases  of  scarlet  fever — 
considerably  less  than  in  1953,  when  there  were  62  cases.  The 
disease  was  mild  and  is  rapidly  controlled  and  rendered  harm- 
less by  penicillin.  Only  14  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital 
and  this,  not  so  much  for  the  severity  of  the  infection  as  for 
purposes  of  isolation  and  prevention  of  spread  to  other  mem- 
bers of  the  household.  Preventive  inoculation  against  this 
disease  is  not  worthwhile,  first,  because  several  injections 
are  needed,  and  second,  because  the  infection  is  so  often  only 
a throat  one  and  not  diagnosable  as  scarlet  fever  at  all.  The 
last  phenomenon  has  been  noted  many  years  ago.  In  10  cases 
of  the  42  the  source  of  infection  was  apparent. 

Measles.  308  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  as  against 
278  in  1953.  No  cases  were  sent  to  hospital,  so  it  can  be 
appreciated  that  cases  were  not  severe.  It  is  a very  great 
boon  that  it  is  now  realised  that  the  measles  virus  does  not, 
as  a rule,  cause  fatal  complications.  The  organisms  which 
cause  pneumonia,  otitis  media,  etc.,  are  controlled  by  peni- 
cillin and  the  like  antibiotics,  so  that  at  any  sign  of  a super- 
added  infection  the  doctor  puts  the  child  on  a drug  which  will 
prevent  further  trouble  and  pneumonia  is  avoided.  A good 
mother,  a good  doctor,  and  a helpful  health  visitor  to  supple- 
ment the  medical  advice  given,  suffice  to  restore  the  child 
to  health. 

Whooping  Cough.  123  notifications  of  whooping  cough, 
or  pertussis  as  is  its  official  name,  were  received.  Past  year 
only  84  cases  were  notified.  Only  4 cases  went  to  hospital. 
Since  1936  whooping  cough  immunisation  has  been  available 
in  Guildford,  and  now  a very  considerable  number  of  babies 
are  protected  against  this  disease.  It  is  under  one  year  of  age 
that  the  disease  is  most  severe  and  may  be  fatal,  so  that  the 
earlier  the  preventive  inoculation  can  be  given  the  better. 
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In  1954,  of  the  123  cases  notified,  26  had  received  pre- 
ventive inoculation.  But  of  these  5 were  immunised  in  1949, 
7 in  1950,  7 in  1951,  3 in  1953  and  4 in  1954.  The  prevention 
only  lasts  for  a limited  time,  so  that  those  children  who  had 
been  immunised  some  years  before  had  lost  their  complete 
immunity,  but  the  disease  itself  is  generally  greatly  attenuated 
and  less  severe.  Of  the  4 cases  inoculated,  in  1954,  one  was 
injected  on  25th  March  and  22nd  April.  Whooping  cough 
started  on  the  26th  April,  so  that  immunity  had  had  no  time 
to  be  established.  In  the  second  case,  again  obviously  im- 
munity had  not  been  established,  six  weeks  intervening  be- 
tween second  injection  and  onset  of  pertussis.  In  the  third 
case  four  months  elapsed  between  third  injection  and  onset 
of  disease.  In  the  fourth  case  the  child  had  obviously  con- 
tracted the  disease  before  the  date  of  injection. 

An  even  more  remarkable  case  was  that  of  a child  of  7 
months  who,  when  it  had  received  its  first  injection  at  5 
months,  ten  days  later  developed  whooping  cough.  It  had  a 
second  injection  at  7 months,  which  was  again  followed  some 
days  later  by  a second  attack  of  whooping  cough.  This 
seemed  so  unusual  that  a swab  was  taken.  From  this  the 
bacteriologist  grew  the  pertussis  bacteria.  It  was  obvious 
that  neither  the  first  attack  nor  yet  the  injection  established 
the  child’s  immunity  sufficiently  to  resist  further  infection  and 
even  the  second  dose  did  not  do  so.  However,  neither  attack 
was  severe.  The  last  was  in  January,  1955. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  we  are  dealing  with  indi- 
viduals not  all  reacting  in  the  same  way  to  immunity  and 
immunising  injections  can  never  be  said  to  be  100%  effective. 

The  ages  of  those  who  contracted  whooping  cough  in 
1954  were  : — Under  1,  13;  aged  1-2,  16  ; 3-4,  30;  5-9,  55;  10- 14, 
4;  15-24,  1;  and  25-45,  4,  so  that  most  children  of  Guildford 
were  able  to  resist  attack  until  over  the  age  where  severity 
or  mortality  is  concerned.  In  all,  529  children  were  immun- 
ised against  whooping  cough  in  1954  and,  of  these,  475  were 
under  2 years.  81  reinforcing  doses  were  given. 

Diphtheria.  No  case  of  the  disease  occurred  during  the 
year.  The  risk  of  neglect  of  immunisation  was  clearly  ex- 
plained in  my  last  report,  so  I will  only  say  that  only  by 
immunisation  is  the  disease  prevented,  and  no  question  of  a 
diminution  of  virulence  arises. 
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During  1953  there  were  in  England  and  Wales  266  cases 
of  diphtheria  notified  and  of  these  23  died,  giving  a death  rate 
of  8.65%  of  notifications.  Of  children  under  15,  180  cases  were 
notified  and  of  these  64  had  been  immunised — only  one  of  these 
died,  as  against  13  of  the  123  not  immunised.  This  shows  well 
the  value  of  the  protection  afforded. 

During  1954,  in  Guildford,  595  children  received  primary 
immunising  doses  and  665  reinforcing  injections  were  given  at 
the  ages  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Under  1. 

1 yr. 

2 yrs. 

3 yrs. 

4 yrs. 

5-9. 

10-14. 

Total 

Primary 

...  399 

109 

18 

12 

5 

51 

1 

595 

Reinforciner  ... 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

495 

160 

665 

Malaria.  Two  cases  of  malaria  were  notified,  both  men, 
who  contracted  the  infection  abroad,  one  in  India,  a case  of 
benign  tertian,  and  the  other  a soldier  home  on  leave  from 
abroad. 


Vaccination.  It  is  still  very  necessary  to  keep  up  infantile 
vaccination.  This  is  now  done  by  persuasion  and  not  by  law. 
The  optimum  age  is  four  months,  and  the  necessity  lies  in  the 
fact  that  at  some  time  in  the  infant’s  life  vaccination  will  be- 
come essential,  either  on  military  call-up  if  a boy,  or  if  going 
abroad,  or  in  face  of  smallpox  contact  incidence. 

In  all  these  instances,  infantile  vaccination  will  prevent 
trouble  at  the  later  vaccination,  and  in  case  of  contact  with 
smallpox  will  make  all  the  difference  between  non -immunity 
or  attenuation,  or  a severe  attack  of  the  disease. 

The  figures  of  infantile  vaccination  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1953  were  34%,  or  231,200  infants  vaccinated  out  of 
681,964  births.  In  Guildford,  the  percentage  for  1954  was 
51.0,  or  362  out  of  710  births.  This  number  of  710  is  obtained 
by  taking  the  Borough  births  for  the  last  three  months  of 
1953  and  the  first  9 months  of  1954.  As  infants  are  usually 
vaccinated  when  about  3 months  old,  the  above  figures  give 
the  best  indication  of  the  number  of  children  being  vaccinated 
at  the  due  time.  This  is  very  satisfactory.  In  addition,  20 
children  aged  from  1 to  4 years  were  vaccinated,  also  6 of 
between  5 and  14,  and  16  of  15  years  and  over;  giving  a total 
of  404  primary  vaccinations  during  1954.  The  number  of 
persons  re-vaccinated  during  the  year  was  101, 
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Food  Poisoning.  Six  cases  were  notified  as  food  poisoning 
but  in  none  could  this  be  conclusively  proved. 

In  April,  a boy  of  13  was  so  notified.  The  boy  had  been 
unwell  for  some  weeks,  but  developed  severe  stomach  pains 
on  the  6th  April  and  a rash  with  some  nausea  and  vomiting. 
Appendicitis  was  diagnosed  and  appendicectomy  performed 
Examination  of  stool  disclosed  the  presence  of  salmonella 
typhimurium.  The  patient  was  transferred  to  Isolation 
Hospital,  where  his  recovery  was  uneventful.  Stools  taken 
from  his  mother  and  step-sister  contained  the  same  organism. 
This  case  could  hardly  be  regarded  as  food  poisoning. 

The  next  notification  occurred  in  June  and  were  a man  of 
49  and  his  wife  of  45,  who  were  taken  acutely  ill  on  a visit 
to  Guildford,  with  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  Staphylococcus 
aureus  was  found  in  the  man’s  stool  and,  though  no  proof 
was  forthcoming,  it  appeared  that  infection  was  obtained  from 
chocolate  eclairs  obtained  in  a cafe  at  Horsham.  Recovery  in 
hospital  was  satisfactory. 

In  August,  a girl  of  4 months  was  reported  as  food 
poisoning.  She  had  diarrhoea  on  two  occasions,  once  for  a 
few  days  before  going  on  a holiday  for  a month,  and  again 
more  severe  a week  after  return  home,  lasting  15  days. 
Salmonella  typhimurium  was  found  in  the  stool,  but  no 
definite  infected  food  could  be  discovered.  A contaminated 
feeding  bottle  might  have  been  the  cause.  No  other  member 
of  the  family  suffered  at  the  same  time. 

A man  of  68  was  sent  into  hospital  as  an  acute  abdominal 
case ; appendicectomy  was  performed,  but  enteritis  persisting 
was  notified  as  a case  of  food  poisoning  due  to  typhimurium. 
No  confirmation  of  food  affection  was  forthcoming. 

The  last  case  was  notified  in  October,  a boy  of  two,  who 
started  with  earache  followed  by  severe  diarrhoea.  A speci- 
men was  found  to  contain  salmonella  typhimurium.  One 
other  member  of  the  family  was  affected,  the  brother  of  8, 
from  whom  similar  organisms  were  recovered.  During  recent 
residence  in  Egypt  this  family  had  suffered  from  dysentery 
and  it  was  thought  that  a carrier  of  infection  existed  and,  in 
fact,  two  of  the  children  were  proved  to  be  so  affected. 

None  of  the  above  cases  notified  as  food  poisoning  gave 
definite  evidence  that  infected  food  was  really  responsible, 
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except  in  the  case  of  the  two  adults  in  June  where  food  con- 
tamination appeared  to  be  the  only  explanation  of  their  acute 
illness  and  the  organism  was  one  generally  associated  with 
infected  food. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  twelve  children  were  reported 
as  suffering-  from  sickness  and  diarrhoea  after  consumption 
of  a school  meal.  As  over  300  other  children  were  unaffected 
after  eating  the  same  meal,  it  was  obvious  that  the  school 
meal  was  not  responsible. 

Notification  of  food  poisoning  is  at  present  most  unsatis- 
factory, almost  invariably  being  days  late  when  material  for 
bacteriological  examination  is  no  longer  available  and  there- 
fore the  infected  article  of  food  is  not  discovered.  This  means 
that  others  may  buy  and  eat  infected  food  which  would  have 
been  condemned  if  known.  The  reason  given  for  late  noti- 
fication is  that  diagnosis  has  not  been  established.  What  is 
required  is  a tentative  diagnosis  so  that  action  is  not  delayed. 

Influenza,  There  was  a small  increase  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  influenza  in  December  and  especially  in  January, 
1955,  but  the  cases  were  not  as  a rule  severe  and  only  2 
influenzal  deaths  were  reported  in  1954. 

Tuberculosis.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  in  Guildford 
is  fortunately  low.  In  1954,  21  males  and  6 females  were  noti- 
fied as  cases  of  pulmonary  disease  and  1 male  and  4 females 
with  non-pulmonary  infection.  This  contrasts  with  1953  when 
9 males  and  8 females  were  notified  as  pulmonary  and  1 male 
and  5 females  as  non-pulmonary.  Deaths  were,  in  1954,  7 
male  and  3 female,  and  in  1953,  7 male  and  4 female,  due  to 
pulmonary  infection.  During  1954,  ,38  cases  were  added  and 
45  removed  from  the  register,  as  against  50  added  in  1953. 
The  number  of  pulmonary  cases  remaining  on  register  were, 
in  1954,  192  male  and  136  female,  while  in  1953  there  were  198 
male  and  136  female.  Of  non-pulmonary  cases  in  1954  there 
were  34  male  and  48  female,  and  in  1953  35  male  and  48  female 
on  register.  Careful  report  is  made  on  the  housing  condition 
of  all  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  21  patients  had  satis- 
factory accommodation  and  house  isolation.  In  7 cases  the 
patient  had  a separate  bedroom  but  did  not  use  it.  These 
cases  were  man  or  wife.  In  2 cases  isolation  at  home  was  not 
possible.  These  2 were  pulmonary  cases.  One  was  a man  of 
70  who  was  not  infectious,  he  and  his  wife  were  the  only 
occupants  of  the  house.  In  the  other  case  the  man  occupied 
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a flat  with  his  wife  and  child,  only  one  bedroom  being  avail- 
able. His  disease  is  quiescent.  This  shows  a very  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs  as  regards  housing  of  the  tuberculous  and  that 
inadequate  housing  for  them  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit  Guildford  during 
1954,  but  have  booked  to  come  in  May,  1955. 

After-care  of  the  tuberculous  is  very  meticulously  dealt 
with  by  the  Guildford  Borough  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Com- 
mittee, which  is  affiliated  to  the  County  Standing  Conference 
of  Tuberculosis  Care  Committees,  on  which  it  has  its  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Councillor  E.  A. 
Jones,  M.P.S.,  is  Chairman  of  the  Borough  Care  Committee, 
the  Hon.  Secretary  is  the  County  Tuberculosis  Almoner,  Miss 
Rogers,  and  the  Hon.  Treasurer  is  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

The  sole  source  of  revenue  is  money  obtained  from  the 
sale  of  Christmas  Seals,  and  last  Christmas,  1954,  the  really 
remarkable  sum  of  £88  Is.  8d.  was  obtained.  This  is  supple- 
mented by  a grant  of  £50  from  the  County  Council.  This 
money  is  definitely  and  solely  used  for  the  tuberculous.  There 
is  no  staff  to  pay.  It  is  used  to  supply  little  extras  not  obtain- 
able on  Public  Assistance  or  Sickness  Benefit.  These  are  extra 
clothing,  bedding,  extra  food  or  milk,  fares  for  visiting  the 
patient  in  sanatorium,  a grant  towards  the  fund  for  providing 
an  annual  holiday  for  the  children  of  the  tuberculous,  etc. 

It  will  be  realised  from  the  above  that  this  money  is  well 
used,  and  the  existence  of  this  voluntarily  contributed  fund  is 
much  appreciated  by  those  who  benefit  by  it. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination.  In  October,  B.C.G.  vaccination  of 
school  children  of  13  years  was  introduced.  600  children  in 
Guildford  fell  within  this  age  group  and,  of  these,  464  accepted 
vaccination,  77%.  Preliminary  Mantoux  Test  showed  79 
children  positive  (17%),  a considerable  proportion  of  whom 
had  been  or  were  in  contact  with  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
home.  Of  those  negative,  370  were  vaccinated,  giving  a per- 
centage of  61.5  of  the  age  group  concerned  and,  of  these, 
97.8%  converted, 
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Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the 

Year  1954. 

Total  cases  Cases  admitted 


Disease.  notified.  to  hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever  42  14 

Pneumonia  4 — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  2 2 

Measles  308  — 

Whooping  Cough  123  4 

Erysipelas  3 — 

Meningitis  1 1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  9 8 

Chickenpox  3 1 

Malaria  (believed  to  be  contracted  abroad)  2 1 

Food  Poisoning  6 5 

Acute  Encephalitis  Eethargica ....„  1 1 


Totals  504  37 


Total  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Age  Groups. 
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25  71  118  240  18  6 18  5 3 
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Tuberculosis  : New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

pulmonary. 

M. 
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M. 

F. 
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* Case  did  not  die  of  tuberculosis, 
t One  case  did  not  die  of  tuberculosis. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  Guildford,  Godaiming  and  District  Water  Board  was 
formed  on  1st  October,  1952,  by  the  merging  of  the  Guildford, 
Godaiming,  Cranleigh,  Hurtwood,  St.  Martha’s  and  Shere 
Undertakings. 


The  Undertaking  thus  formed  is  approximately  140  square 
miles  in  extent,  containing  a population  of  about  102,000 
persons,  including  52,000  population  in  the  Guildford  water 
area. 


The  water  supply  for  Guildford  Borough  is  derived  from 
deep  bore-holes  in  the  chalk.  The  pumping  stations  are 
situate  as  follows  : — 

1.  Josephs  Road  Pumping  Station  (3  bore-holes). 

2.  Millmead  Pumping  Station  (2  bore-holes). 

3.  Dapdune  Pumping  Station  (1  bore-hole). 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954,  the  total 
consumption  of  water  in  the  Guildford  water  area  was 
1,11 5,3/0,000  gallons,  an  average  of  3,055,808  gallons  per  day. 
The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  in  the 
Borough  water  area  was  58.76  gallons,  domestic  consumption 
being  44.08  gallons,  the  remaining  14.68  gallons  being  used  for 
industrial  and  other  purposes. 


Extensions  to  water  mains  in  the  Borough  totalling 
approximately  1.64  miles  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

WATER  SAMPLING. 

During  the  year  34  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken 
for  chemical  analysis  and  50  samples  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  from  the  undermentioned  sources  (these 
samples  are  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  are 
additional  to  the  routine  samples  taken  by  the  Water 
Board)  : — 
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Chemical  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Bacteriological  Samples. 
Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 


Ladymead  Pumping  Station  11  — 11  — 

Millmead  Pumping  Station  11  — 11  — 

Dapdune  Pumping  Station  11  — 11  - — 

Private  Premises  : — 

Mains  Supplies  1 — 5 1* 

Deep  Wells  — — 11  1 


34  — 49  2 


* Contamination  due  to  dirty  condition  of  tap  fitting — subsequent  sample  satisfactory. 


Dapdune  Pumping  Station. 

Observations  are  still  being  kept  on  the  free  ammonia 
content  of  the  water  supply  from  the  Dapdune  Pumping 
Station,  which  varied  between  0.35  to  1.2  p.p.m.  (average 
content  0.98  p.p.m.). 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a further  reduction  in  the 
free  ammonia  content  which  is  undoubtedly  due  to  improve- 
ments to  the  drainage  system  and  storage  of  gas  liquors  at 
the  Gas  Works.  The  Analyst  reported  also  that  tar  acids  and 
thiocyanates  were  not  present  in  detectable  amounts,  and  the 
water  was  considered  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  two  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  Guildford: — - 

(1)  Castle  Street  Baths,  owned  by  the  Corporation.  Eleven 
slipper  baths  also  available  at  these  premises. 

(2)  Guildford  Eido  Open-air  Swimming  Pool,  owned  by  the 
Corporation. 

There  are  also  two  children’s  paddling  pools,  one  at  Stoke 
Park  and  one  at  Guildford  Lido. 


During  the  year  the  following  samples  of  swimming  bath 
waters  were  submitted  for  examination 
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Chemical  Samples.  Bacteriological  Samples. 

Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory.  Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory 

Castle  Street  Baths  8 - — 11  — 

Lido  Swimming  Pool  4 — 3 1 

Paddling  Pool,  Stoke  Park  — — 2 3 

Lido  Paddling  Pool,  Stoke 

Park  — — 3 1 


12  — 19  5 


In  the  case  of  the  Dido  Paddling  Pool,  the  water  is  now 
subjected  to  the  same  “ break  point  ” chlorination  system  em- 
ployed in  respect  of  the  main  swimming  pool. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Sewers.  During  the  year,  some  lengths  of  sewers  have 
been  constructed  serving  private  housing  developments.  No 
other  new  sewers  have  been  laid  for  connecting  properties 
not  on  main  drainage. 

Drainage.  Tests  were  applied  to  158  old  drains  and  17 
new  drains ; 13  existing  drains  were  reconstructed  and  23 
choked  drains  freed  from  obstruction. 

Cesspools.  The  number  of  cesspools  and  private  disposal 
plants  remaining  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December,  1954, 
was  140. 

Cesspools  are  emptied  by  means  of  mechanical  plant  at 
regular  intervals  or  on  request. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING— REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  system  of  refuse  disposal  is  chiefly  by  incineration 
and  the  remainder  by  controlled  tipping. 

From  figures  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor,  the 
weight  of  house  and  trade  refuse  disposed  of  during  the  year 
was  11,763  tons.  The  period  of  time  elapsing  between  collec- 
tions of  domestic  refuse  varied  from  seven  to  ten  days,  and 
this  service  was  generally  well  maintained. 

During  the  year  244  dustbins  were  found  to  be  defective 
and  were  replaced  in  231  instances. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  Made, 

Number  of — 

Complaints  investigated  (excluding  rats  and  mice)  254 

Nuisances  found  343 

No  nuisances  found  49 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1936  (first  visits)  158 

Inspections  under  Housing  Act,  1936  (sub-visits)  240 

Visits  re  preliminary  housing  survey  198 

Inspections  of  requisitioned  properties  185 

Inspections  re  prospective  Council  house  tenancies  74 

Visits  to  properties  under  notice  1,422 

Visits  to  licensed  premises,  clubs,  etc.  49 

Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease  52 

Enquiries  re  infectious  diseases  86 

Inspections  re  verminous  premises  66 

Investigations  re  overcrowding  18 

New  drains  tested  17 

Old  drains  tested  158 

Visits  re  cesspools  6 

Visits  re  tents,  vans,  sheds,  etc.  29 

Visits  to  schools  10 

Visits  to  places  of  public  entertainment  3 

Visits  to  factories  666 

Visits  to  factories,  no  mechanical  power  70 

Visits  to  workplaces,  including  offices  1,153 

Visits  to  outworkers  10 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  564 

Visits  to  Cattle  Market  120 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops  11 

Visits  to  fishmongers’  shops  47 

Visits  to  other  food  shops,  market  stalls,  etc 688 

Visits  to  cooked  food  premises  19 

Visits  to  cafes,  restaurants,  etc 179 

Visits  to  bakehouses  51 

Visits  to  ice  cream  premises  162 

Ice  cream  samples  obtained  128 

Visits  to  dairies  and  milk  shops  53 

Bacteriological  milk  samples  obtained  394 

Bacteriological  rinses,  churns,  coolers,  bottles,  etc 47 

Bacteriological  swabs  taken  from  washed  utensils,  etc 26 

Bacteriological  water  samples  obtained  41 

Bacteriological  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  24 

Chemical  samples  of  water  23 

Chemical  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  12 

Visits  to  offensive  trades  73 

Visits  to  fried  fish  shops  7 

Visits  re  keeping  of  animals,  including  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951  171 

Visits  to  rats  and  mice  infestations  (first  visits)  487 

Visits  to  rats  and  mice  infestations  (sub-visits)  3,188 

Visits  to  public  conveniences  126 

Visits  to  common  lodging  houses  .......  ......  ......  50 
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Number  of — continued. 

Visits  re  rivers  pollution  21 

Smoke  nuisances 4 

Visits  re  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  288 

Visit  re  Shops  Act,  1950,  Section  38  1 

Visits  re  Rag  Flock  Act,  1951  12 

Visits  re  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  241 

Miscellaneous  visits  1,351 

Interviews  196 

Particulars  of  Notices  Served  and  Work  Done. 


Choked  drains,  soil  water  

Choked  drains,  surface  water 
Drains  requiring  reconstruction— 

Soil  water 

Surface  water  

Defective  soil  pipes  

Defective  ventilation  shafts  

Defective  manhole  covers  

Closets  converted  to  water  carriage 

system  

New  W.C.’s  to  be  provided  

Defective  pans  and  traps  of  W.C.’s 
Defective  W.C.  systems  and  flush 

pipes  

Defective  waste  pipes  (baths,  lava- 
tories or  sinks)  

Defective  sink  waste  channels 

Absence  of  sinks  

Defective  sinks  

Defective  pointing  around  sinks  

Defective  eaves-gutters  or  rain- 
water pipes  

Defective  cesspools  or  cesspools  to 

be  abolished  

Defective  house  gullies  

Stagnant  water  

Offensive  accumulations  

Animals,  poultry,  etc 

Verminous  rooms  

Overcrowding  

Insufficient  or  defective  water  supply 

Defective  dustbins  

Absence  of  dustbins  

Defective  yard  paving  

Rooms  requiring  redecoration 
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W.C.’s  requiring  cleansing  

Defective  chimney  flues  and  pots  

Damp  walls  due  to  external  defects 
Damp  walls  due  to  defective  damp- 

proof  course  

Defective  fireplaces  or  stoves 

Defective  coppers  

Defective  ventilation  

Defective  sub-floor  ventilation 
Defective  windows  and  doors 

Defective  roofs  

Defective  brickwork  or  pointing  

Defective  floors  

Defective  plastering  

Defective  stairs  

Absence  of  handrails  to  stairs 

Defective  gas  services  or  fittings  

Absence  of  or  insufficient  accommo- 
dation for  food  storage  

Absence  of  name  and  address  of 
Owner  or  M.O.H.  from  rent  book 

or  permitted  number  

Matters  unscheduled  

Factories,  Factories  (N.M.P.)  and 
W orkplaces — 

Unregistered  

Overcrowded  

Without  Abstract  or  Blue  Book  

Absence  of  thermometers  in  work- 
rooms   

Absence  of  means  of  heating  in 

workrooms  

Absence  of  suitable  washing  facilities 

in  workrooms  

Absence  of  facilities  for  taking  meals 

in  factories  

Requiring  lime-washing  or  cleansing 
Requiring  drains  or  drains  altering 

Insufficient  ventilation  

Insufficient  water  supply  

Sanitary  accommodation — 

Insufficient  

Unsuitable  or  defective  

Not  separate  for  sexes  

Artificial  lighting  

Having  improper  accommodation  for 

storing  refuse  

Offensive  accumulations  
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3 

4 
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_ 
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5 9 — — 8 

15  — — — 13 


5 14  — — 19 


7 14  — — 19 

8 22  — — 22 


Work  done  by 
Council  in  default. 
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Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouses  

— 









Failing  to  return  lists  of  outworkers 

— 







__ 

Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises 

— 

— 

— 





Outwork  in  infected  premises 

— 

— 

— 

^ 

— 

New  W.C.’s  erected  

— 

— 

: 

, 



Emissions  of  smoke  

General  dilapidations  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infestation  by  rats  and  mice 
Contravention  of — 

— 

86 

— 

— 

86 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regu- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

lations  

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Section  13  

10 

37 

— 

— 

35 

Other  matters  

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Byelaws  relating  to  handling  and 

wrapping  of  food  

33 

25 

— 

— 

54 

STATUTORY  NOTICES. 

Number  of  Legal  Notices  issued  for  Abatement  or  Abolition 

of  Nuisances. 

Complied 


Served.  With. 

Statutory  Notices  outstanding  31/12/53  9 9 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  39  8 6 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  45  2 2 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  47  — 4 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  56  — — 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  75  , 6 5 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  6 4 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9 6 2 

Guildford  Corporation  Act,  1926,  Section  100  2 2 

Shops  Act,  1950,  Section  38  — — 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  Section  4 — — 

Totals  39  34 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

DISINFECTIONS. 

Steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  is  still  carried 
out  at  the  Council’s  disinfection  plant,  by  arrangement,  for  the 
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districts  of  the  Guildford  Rural  District  Council,  Hambledon 
Rural  District  Council,  Godaiming  Borough  Council,  and 
Farnham  Joint  Hospital  Board,  in  addition  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  Borough  of  Guildford. 

During  the  year  the  disinfection  plant  was  removed  to  the 
Destructor  Works  where  there  is  a continuous  supply  of  steam 
under  pressure  available  for  this  work.  There  has  been  a 
considerable  diminution  of  steam  disinfections,  particularly  in 
the  areas  served  outside  the  Borough,  and  as  harvest  camps 
are  no  longer  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  disinfection  of  bedding  from  this  source  has  also 


ceased. 

Number  or  rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  (within 

the  Borough)  91 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  other  than  infectious  disease  156 

Number  of  cases  where  bedding,  etc.,  was  steam  disinfected  : — 

From  premises  within  the  Borough  54 

From  premises  out  of  the  Borough  15 


Articles  Disinfected  by  Steam* 


Premises  within 

Premises  outside 

the  Borough. 

the  Borough. 

Private 

Harvest 

Private 

Houses 

Camps,  etc. 

Houses. 

Total. 

Mattresses  

106 

— 

29 

135 

Blankets 

313 

129 

14 

456 

Pillows 

190 

— 

18 

208 

Sundries 

414 

— 

155 

569 

1,023 

129 

216 

1,368 

DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  25  complaints  of  verminous  premises 
were  received.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
premises  found  to  be  infested  and  the  reason  for  disinfesta- 
tion : — 


Number  of  Number  of 

Reasons  for  Disinfestation.  Premises.  Rooms. 

Bugs  7 26 

Fleas  „ 9 41 

Flies  1 1 

Wasps  12  12 

Ants  , , , ......  .......  9 20 
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Number  of  Number  of 


Reasons  for  Disinfestation.  Premises.  Rooms. 

Wood  Worm  — — 

Lice  6 29 

Others  20  39 

Totals  64  168 


In  cases  where  families  are  moved  to  Council  houses  or 
requisitioned  accommodation  within  the  Borough,  an  inspec- 
tion is  made  of  furniture  and  bedding  to  be  removed.  Any 
infestations  by  vermin  thus  found  are  dealt  with  before  re- 
moval takes  place. 

In  a number  of  instances  precautionary  spraying  with  an 
insecticide  containing  D.D.T.  is  carried  out  where  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  is  doubtful. 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Statistics  for  the  period  1st  April,  1954,  to  31st  March,  1955. 


Type  of  Property. 
Non- Agricultural. 


(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Local 

Authority. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses). 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises). 

Total 

of 

Cols.  1, 

2 & 3. 

Agricul- 

tural. 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  district  (notes  1 
and  2)  

316 

14,593 

1,708 

16,617 

41 

2.  Number  of  properties  in- 
inspected  as  a result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification  

6 

450 

14 

470 

1 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act  

— 

77 

116 

193 

41 

(c)  Otherwise,  e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose  

3 

1,182 

1,038 

2,223 

— 

3.  Total  inspections  carried  out 
—including  re-inspections 

62 

1,950 

4,795 

3,807 

62 
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Type  of  Property. 
Non-Agriculiural. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All  other 

Total 

(including 

(including 

of 

■Local 

Council 

Business 

Cols.  1, 

Agricul 

Authority. 

Houses). 

Premises). 

2 & 3. 

tural. 

4.  Number  of  properties  in- 
spected (under  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be  in- 
fested by  : — 

(a)  Rats — Major  

Minor  

5 

434 

5 

444 

3 

(b)  Mice — Major  

Minor  

1 

93 

8 

102 

— 

5.  Number  of  infested  pro- 
perties (in  Section  4)  treated 
by  the  h.A.  

6 

527 

13 

546 

3 

6.  Total  treatments  carried  out 
— including  re-treatments 

28 

552 

327 

907 

24 

7.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4 of  the  Act  : — 

(a)  Treatment  

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Structural  work  (i.e., 
proofing)  

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

8.  Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  fol- 
lowing the  issue  of  a notice 
under  Section  4 of  the  Act  

9.  Legal  proceedings  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Number  of  “ block  ” control 
schemes  carried  out  

127 

57 

184 

Summary  of  Visits  to  Premises  by  Rodent  Operators. 


Business  Dwelling 


Premises.  Houses.  Total. 

First  visits  23  464  487 

Subsequent  visits  1,771  1,417  3,188 


Two  whole-time  Rodent  Operators/Disinfectors  are  em- 
ployed on  combined  duties  relating  to  disinfections,  rodent 
and  insect  control  and  general  public  health  duties.  The 
present  arrangement  is  working  very  well  indeed,  and  an 
efficient  and  economic  service  is  provided. 
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The  majority  of  rodent  infestations  reported  were  of  a 
minor  character,  and  treatments  carried  out,  mainly  with 
“ Warfarin/’  were  highly  successful.  The  public  of  Guildford 
are  particularly  co-operative  in  reporting  infestations  in  the 
early  stages,  thus  enabling  the  speedy  completion  of  treat- 
ments. Business  firms  still  appreciate  the  regular  servicing 
of  their  premises  on  a contract  basis,  and  appear  to  be  highly 
satisfied  with  the  service  provided. 

Systematic  Treatment  of  Sewers.  Only  one  maintenance 
treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  from  the  26th-29th 
January,  1954,  and  one  minor  infestation  was  dealt  with. 
Treatment  of  sewers  is  still  carried  out  in  conjunction  with 
“ block  controls,”  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Council’s 
sewers  are  generally  free  from  rat  infestation. 

Banks  of  the  River  Wey.  Treatment  is  also  carried  out 
periodically  along  the  banks  of  the  River  Wey  which  lie  within 
the  Borough.  All  holes  are  treated  with  cyanide  gas  and  are 
afterwards  filled  up.  No  serious  infestations  of  premises 
adjacent  to  the  river  banks  were  found  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

FACTORIES,  FACTORIES  (NO  MECHANICAL  POWER) 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  on 
Register. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
orities   35 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies  :■ — 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order, 

1938  192 

(b)  Others  — 

(3)  Other  premises  under  the 

Act  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  35 


Number  of 
Number  of  Written 
Inspections.  Notices. 


70  17 


666  58 


1,153 


Number  ol 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 


Totals  262  1,889  75 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found:- — 


Want  of  Cleanliness  

Overcrowding  

Unreasonable  Temperature  

Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : — 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  home- 
work)   — 


Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

19 

19 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 



1 

51 

41 



7 

_ _ 





Totals  71  61  — 8 


No  prosecutions  were  instituted. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Premises 
on  Register 
Dec.  31st,  1954. 

Miek  Purveyors  Within  the  Borough — 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  Registered  with  Ministry  of 


Agriculture  and  Fisheries  15 

Number  of  Focal  Producers  of  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  12 

Ungraded  Milk  3 

Number  of  Producer-Retailers  2 

Number  of  Producer-Wholesalers  15 

Number  of  Wholesaler-Retailers  2 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Act,  1949. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  designated  milk  licences 


granted  in  1954 : — 

Raw  Miek — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Farm  Bottled)— 

Supplementary  Licences  2 

Dealers’  Licences  5 

Heat  Treated  Miek — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  and  Pasteurised  Milk — 

Pasteurisers’  Licences  2 

Dealers’  Licences  11 

Supplementary  Licence  1 

SterieisEd  Miek — 

Supplementary  Licence  1 

Dealers’  Licences 12 


The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  (M.S.2) 

Order,  1954. 

The  Minister  of  Food  made  the  above  Order  on  1st  Octo- 
ber, 1954,  specifying  an  area,  including  Guildford,  within  which 
the  use  of  special  designations  in  relation  to  milk  sold  by  retail 
became  obligatory.  The  effect  of  this  Order  restricts  the 
grades  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  to  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Pasteurised  and  Sterilised. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

During  the  year  one  application  was  received  for  per- 
mission to  pack  and  sell  fresh  cream,  which  was  granted. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk — Analysis  of  Results,  1954. 
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Four  Methylene  Blue  Tests  void. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Churn  and  Other  Rinses. 

In  conjunction  with  the  investigations  of  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  samples  of  milk  and  the  routine  inspection  of 
dairies,  45  churn  and  bottle  rinses  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  with  results  as  shown  hereunder: — 


Bacteria  Count  per  Vessel. 

Rinses  Less  than  50,000  to  250.000 

Type  of  Rinse.  Submitted.  50,000.  250,000.  and  over. 

Churns  21  19  2 — 

Less  than  600.  600  to  2,000.  Over  2,000 

Bottles  24  23  1 — 

Totals  45  42  3 — 


In  all  cases  where  bacterial  counts  of  over  50,000  were 
obtained  for  churns,  methods  of  sterilisation  of  utensils  were 
investigated  and  repeat  samples  taken. 

The  interpretation  of  results  of  churn  rinses  is  in 
accordance  with  that  adopted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme. 


MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

During  the  year  the  sale  of  ice  cream  continued  on  a large 
scale. 

There  are  now  only  two  registered  manufacturers  of  ice 
cream  in  the  Borough  and  133  retailers.  The  local  manufac- 
turers of  ice  cream  do  so  on  a small  scale. 

Retailers  of  ice  cream  from  local  shop  premises  have 
made  satisfactory  provisions  in  accordance  with  the  Ice  Cream 
(Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  and  any  unsatisfactory 
conditions  found  have  been  remedied. 

Ice  cream  premises  were  kept  under  close  supervision 
during  the  year,  162  inspections  being  made  and  128  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  ice  cream  samples  : — 


Meth  ylene 
128) : — 


Blue  Test  (number  of  samples  submitted, 


Grade  1. 
(4U  hrs.  +) 


Grade  II. 
(2i2 — 4 hrs.) 


Grade  HI. 
(>2 — 2 hrs.) 


Grade  IV. 
(0 — U hr .) 


93 

(72.66%) 


25  9 1 

(19.53%)  (7.03%)  (0.78%) 


Faecal  Coli  (number  of  samples  submitted  120)  : — 


Absent. 


Present. 


105  15 

(87.5%)  (12.5%) 


In  regard  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  92.19%  of  the 
samples  submitted  in  1954  fell  within  Provisional  Grades  I and 
II,  as  compared  with  95.26%  in  1953. 


“ Ice  Lollies  ” were  also  manufactured  and  7 samples  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  one  of  which  was 
reported  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  remaining  6 being  satis- 
factory. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  OTHER 

FOODS. 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954,  23  samples 
of  “ susceptible  ” foods  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  which  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Tinned  cream 
Double  cream 
Fresh  cream 


Synthetic  cream 

Pork  sausage  

Chicken  pie  

Veal,  ham  and  egg  pie 


National  dried  milk 
Corned  beef 


Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

2 — 

— 1 — Faecal  coli  isolated. 

8 4 — Staph,  aureus  and  faecal 

coli  present. 

1— Staph,  aureus  present, 

faecal  coli  not  isolated. 

1 7“ 

— • 1 — Faecal  coli  isolated. 

1 “ 

— 1 — No  pathogenic  organisms 

i isolated.  Gelatin  and  meat 

were  contaminated  with 
saprophytic  moulds. 

1 — 

2 — 


With  regard  to  the  presence  of  staph,  aureus  and  faecal  coli  in  fresh 
cream,  these  samples  were  all  from  one  source,  and  precautionary 
measures  taken  (heat  treatment)  before  sale  to  the  public. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WASHED 
CROCKERY,  UTENSILS,  ETC 

vSixteen  series  of  swabs  from  washed  crockery  and 
utensils  in  catering  establishments  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  may  be  summarised 
as  follows  : — 


Very  good  13 

Good  1 

Fair  1 

Bad  1 


These  results  indicate  that  a good  standard  of  cleansing 
of  food  utensils  is  being  maintained,  and  members  of  the 
Catering  Trade  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  efforts. 
Results  are  regarded  as  satisfactory  where  there  is  a bacterial 
count  of  100  per  utensil  and  an  absence  of  B.Coli  and  patho- 
genic organisms,  but  in  many  instances  bacterial  counts  have 
been  considerably  less  than  100  per  utensil. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  PUBLIC  HOUSES  AND 
OTHER  LICENSED  PREMISES. 


During  the  year,  49  inspections  were  made  concerning 
the  sanitary  conditions  of  licensed  premises  in  the  Borough. 

The  improvement  noted  in  recent  years  in  connection 
with  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  premises  was  maintained. 
All  licensed  premises  within  the  Borough  are  now  adequately 
provided  with  facilities  for  washing  glasses,  etc.,  and  sanitary 
accommodation  for  customers. 


Food  Hygiene. 


A full  report  on  the  activities  of  the  Guildford  Hygienic 
Food  Traders’  Guild  appears  on  pages  52  to  61, 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

The  above  Act  came  into  force  on  1st  October,  1954,  the 
main  purpose  of  which  was  to  implement  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  slaughter  of 
horses. 


There  is  one  Knacker  Yard  in  the  Borough  which  is 
licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  horses,  and  a full  inspection  was 
made  prior  to  recommendation  for  licensing.  Certain  defects 
were  remedied  and  the  premises  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  new  Act. 

Nineteen  slaughtermen  were  licensed  to  slaughter  under 
the  amended  provisions,  sixteen  of  which  were  unrestricted 
licenses,  and  three  were  granted  subject  to  supervision  by  a 
person  holding  an  unrestricted  licence.  Thirteen  are  employed 
at  Guildford  Slaughterhouse  and  six  at  the  local  Knacker 
Yard. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Four  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  re- 
newal of  licences  in  respect  of  premises  used  for  the  sale  of 
pet  animals.  The  premises  are  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner  and  all  four  licences  were  renewed. 


GUILDFORD  SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 

The  Slaughterhouse  continued  to  operate  under  the 
management  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  the  first  six  months 
of  the  year,  when  in  July  the  Ministry  relinquished  control. 
The  Council,  on  July  2nd,  took  over  a lease  of  the  premises 
for  use  as  a Public  Slaughterhouse  with  the  intention  of 
serving  an  area  within  15  miles  radius  of  Guildford,  and  a 
population  of  about  250,000,  thereby  giving  recognition  to 
recommendations  made  in  the  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1954. 

Private  Slaughterhouses.  Prior  to  decontrol,  applica- 
tions were  made  for  the  re-opening  of  three  private  slaughter- 
houses in  the  Borough,  but  the  premises  concerned  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  for  various  reasons  and  the  appli- 
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cations  were  refused.  In  one  case,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
local  Magistrates  against  the  Council’s  decision,  but  despite  a 
further  appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions,  the  Council’s  decision  was 
upheld. 

Meat  Inspection.  The  Council  continued  to  supply  the 
meat  inspection  service  on  the  same  basis  as  before. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  condemned  at  the  Slaughterhouse  during  the 
year : — 


Cattle 

PXC 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Number  killed  

10,982 

1,148 

1,837 

27,949 

13,476 

55,392 

Number  inspected  

10,982 

1,148 

1,837 

27,949 

13,476 

55,392 

All'  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 

2 

15 

6 

30 

36 

89 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

2,534 

378 

15 

5,037 

3,066 

11,030 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis   

23.01 

34.23 

1.14 

18.13 

23.02 

20.07 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 

11 

9 

— 

— 

12 

32 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

641 

158 

1 



141 

941 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 

Tuberculosis  

5.94 

14.55 

.05 

1.14 

1.76 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  total 
number  of  animals  slaughtered  has  increased  by  42.3%  on  the 
ligure  for  1953.  This  is  principally  due  to  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  sheep  slaughtered,  and  a marked  increase  of  143% 
in  the  case  of  pigs.  A reduction  of  11%  has  been  noted  in  the 
case  of  cattle.  In  relation  to  disease  there  has  been  a notice- 
able decrease  in  the  percentage  of  diseased  animals,  the 
number  of  animals  affected  with  tuberculosis  was  reduced  by 
1.65%  from  3.41%  to  1.76%  and  the  percentage  of  animals 
affected  with  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  reduced  by  3.75% 
from  23.82%  to  20.07%. 
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These  changes  of  balance  have  notably  taken  place  since 
decontrol,  and  though  a hardening  of  markets,  particularly 
regarding  beef  animals,  was  encountered,  it  is  an  indication  of 
the  general  desire  of  butchers  to  obtain  good  quality  meat  for 
sale  to  the  public. 

The  criticisms  of  insufficient  space  for  meat  inspection 
and  inadequate  drainage  of  floors,  etc.,  mentioned  in  previous 
reports  were  still  justified,  particularly  in  times  of  peak  kill, 
but,  nevertheless,  meat  continued  to  be  produced  under  much 
better  conditions  than  those  found  in  the  majority  of 
slaughterhouses,  and  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  good.  The 
inevitable  result  of  yet  another  year’s  slaughtering  is  that  of 
essential  maintenance  of  the  interior  of  the  premises,  in  order 
to  keep  up  the  high  standard  of  hygiene  required,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  attention  will  be  given  to  the 
works  required. 

UNSOUND  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Summary  of  articles  of  food  condemned  during  the 


year  : — - 

Number  of  Articles  Weight 

Article.  (Tins.  Packets,  etc.).  in  lbs. 

Beef  — 112,5053 

Mutton  — 12,147 

Pork  — 23,3523 

Veal  — 362 

Cheese  52  1301 

Cake  — 2 27 

Fish  128  4233 

Fruit  Juices  14  213 

Fruit  1,569  6683 

Jams,  Marmalades,  etc 142  166i 

Meat  (tinned)  480  881 

Paste  18  33 

Poultry  and  Game  3 3 

Sausages  36  143 

Soup  248  150 

Vegetables  363  3961 

Pudding  7 5 

Milk  411  427 

Miscellaneous  63  175 


3,536  151,9753 


Total  Weight: 

151 ,975 J lbs.,  or  67  tons,  16  cwts.,  3 qrs.,  19J  lbs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT.  1938. 

From  information  supplied  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  who  is  also  the  Sampling  Officer 
appointed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  following 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  during  the  year: — 


Number 

Not 

Nature  of  Sample. 

Taken. 

Genuine 

Genuine  Remarks. 

Almond  Flavouring 

1 

1 

. 

Almonds  (ground)  

3 

3 

— • Including  1 informal. 

Aspirin  

2 

2 

— 

Baked  Beans  in 

Tomato  Sauce 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

— - 

Barley  Crystals 

1 

1 

— • 

Beer  

2 

2 

— 

Butter  

2 

2 

— 

Calomine  potion  B.P. 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  Spread 

1 

1 

— • 

Cocoa  

1 

1 

— ■ 

Coconut  (dessicated) 

1 

1 

- — • 

Comp.  Cherry  Bark 

Pastilles  

1 

1 

— * 

Comp.  Tablets  of 

Codeine  B.P. 

1 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat  

1 

1 

— 

Cream  (sterilised)  

1 

1 

— ■ 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

— 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

— - 

Damson  Jam  

1 

1 

— 

Epsom  Salts  

1 

1 

— ■ 

Essence  of  Rennet  

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Cakes  

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste  

1 

1 

— 

Floral  Cac.hous 

1 

1 

— 

Flour  (self-raising)  

1 

1 

— 

Gelatine  

1 

1 

— 

Gin  

2 

1 

1 68°  proof  declared  as  70° 

Glauber’s  Salts 

1 

1 

— 

Glucose  Tablets 

1 

1 

— 

Golden  Raising 

Powder  

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Rice  

1 

1 

— 

Ham  and  Veal  Loaf 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  

2 

2 

— 

Tellied  Veal  

1 

1 

— 

Telly  Creams  

1 

1 

— 

Liquid  Paraffin 

1 

1 

— 

Carried  forward  

46 

45 

1 

47 


Number 

Nature  of  Sample.  Taken. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine 

Brought  forward 

46 

45 

1 

Liver  Salt  

1 

1 

— 

Mandarin  Oranges  

1 

1 

— 

Margarine  

3 

3 

— 

Marmalade  

1 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste  

1 

1 

— 

Meggezones  

1 

1 

— 

Meth.  Bronchial 
Pastilles  

1 

1 



Milk  

60 

60 

— 

Milk  (evaporated)  

2 

2 

— 

Milk  of  Magnesia  

1 

1 

— 

Mint  Sauce  

1 

1 

— 

Mixed  Cut  Peel 

1 

1 

— 

Mixed  Vegetables  

1 

1 

— 

Mustard  Mixture  

1 

1 

— 

Nu-Caf  

1 

1 

— 

Oatmeal  

1 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil  

1 

1 

— 

Orange  Curd  

1 

1 

— 

O.valtine  

1 

1 

— 

Pearl  Barley  

1 

1 

— 

Peas  (processed) 

2 

2 

— 

Pepper  (ground  white) 

1 

1 

— 

Pork  Pie  

1 

1 

— 

Ricory  

1 

1 

— 

Rum  

1 

1 

— 

Sage  and  Onion 
Stuffing  

1 

1 

- 

Salad  Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Sauces  

2 

2 

— 

Sausages  (pork) 

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  (preserved 
beef)  

2 

2 

. 

Sausages  (preserved 
pork)  

3 

2 

1 

Semolina  

1 

1 

— 

Senna  Laxative 
Lozenges  

1 

1 



Sherbits  

1 

1 

— 

vSoup  (kidnev) 

1 

1 

— 

Strawberry  Flavouring 

1 

1 

— 

Suet  (shredded  beef) 

1 

1 

— 

Sugar  

1 

1 

— 

Sunny  Spread  

1 

1 

— 

Tapioca  (flake) 

1 

1 

— 

Tea  

1 

1 

— 

Tomato  Chutney 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar  (malt) 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Whisky  

1 

1 

— 

Wine  Gums  

1 

1 

• 

Totals 

158 

156 

2 

Remarks 


Including  1 informal. 


60%  of  meat. 
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HOUSING. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  which  became  operative  on  31st  August,  1954,  the 
local  authority  is  required  to  furnish  to  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  before  31st  August,  1955,  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  area,  together 
with  proposals  for  dealing  with  them  in  the  next  five  years. 
Unfortunately,  owing  to  lack  of  staff,  it  was  not  possible  to 
commence  the  required  survey  during  1954,  but  at  the  time  of 
preparation  of  this  report  the  survey  is  well  in  hand. 


The  number  of  unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  first 
phase  of  the  programme  will  be  approximately  471,  which 
includes  201  temporary  huts  and  structures  which  have  been 
let  by  the  Council  during  the  war  period.  A scheme  for 
demolishing  these  buildings  in  the  next  five  years  has  already 
been  approved  by  the  Council.  A further  list  of  approximately 
400  properties  is  also  being  prepared  for  the  second  phase  of 
the  Council’s  programme,  but  a number  of  these  could  be 
improved  and  thus  saved  from  demolition  by  Council  acquisi- 
tion or  by  grant-aided  improvement  schemes.  It  is  important 
that  the  Council  should  give  consideration  to  the  second  part 
of  the  programme  now  if  some  of  these  houses  are  to  be  saved, 
as  they  have  already  reached  the  border  line  stage  of  unfitness. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  Council  have  erected  1,840  post- 
war houses,  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  on 
31st  December,  1954,  was  3,614,  an  increase  of  603  on  the 
figure  for  last  year. 

During  the  year,  194  Council  houses  were  built  for  letting 
and  13  for  sale.  A further  167  houses  were  built  by  private 
owners. 

Although  the  waiting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  pro- 
perties is  formidable,  a greatly  increased  allocation  of  houses 
for  the  rehousing  of  tenants  of  unfit  properties  will  have  to  be 
made  if  satisfactory  progress  is  to  be  made  with  the  slum 
clearance  programme.  The  present  allocation  of  houses  for 
this  purpose  is  36  per  annum,  but  even  this  number  has  not  yet 
materialised. 

Seventeen  houses  were  represented  during  the  year  as 
being  unfit  for  habitation,  six  of  which  belonged  to  the  Council 
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which  were  subsequently  repaired  and  made  reasonably 
habitable  on  a temporary  basis.  Three  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  and  three  houses  demolished.  Two  undertakings 
to  make  houses  fit  were  accepted,  in  one  case  the  work  was 
completed,  but  the  other  was  not  carried  out  and  a Demolition 
Order  was  subsequently  made.  The  Council  is  acquiring  three 
of  the  unfit  properties  by  private  negotiation. 

Improvement  Grants. 

Numerous  enquiries  were  received  concerning  improve- 
ment grants,  but  in  many  instances  the  applicants  did  not 
pursue  the  matter,  and  in  other  cases  they  were  not  suitable 
for  grant  aid.  The  majority  of  enquiries  came  from  owner/ 
occupiers  of  small  properties.  Twelve  formal  applications 
were  received,  nine  of  which  were  approved  for  grants  and 
three  refused.  Of  the  nine  approved,  two  did  not  proceed  with 
the  work,  and  in  seven  cases  the  improvements  were  com- 
pleted as  previously  reported.  Landlords  are  not  taking 
advantage  of  these  grants,  and  it  does  not  look  as  though 
large  scale  improvements  will  be  carried  out  under  these 
provisions. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair  and  Revocation. 

The  expected  demand  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under 
the  new  Act  did  not  materialise,  only  34  certificates  being 
issued,  and  5 revoked. 

Few  landlords  appear  to  have  served  notice  of  rent 
increase,  and  this  is  another  instance  where  legislation  to 
encourage  the  satisfactory  maintenance  of  rent  restricted 
properties  has  failed  so  far  as  Guildford  Borough  is  con- 
cerned. At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  applications  for 
certificates  seem  to  have  ceased  altogether. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  1,113 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  2,749 
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2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Acts  158 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  240 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  17 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  431 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without 

Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  bocal  Authority 
or  their  Officers  162 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  6 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  2 

(b)  By  bocal  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  24 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  27 

(b)  By  bocal  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  3 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936— 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  5 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  3 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  on  undertaking 

from  Owners  not  to  re-let  for  habitation  2 

4.  Number  of  unfit  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit — 

undertakings  cancelled  1 

5.  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  under  bocal 

Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953  — 
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D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 — 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  

K. — Action  taken  under  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2156 — 

1.  Number  of  houses  licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
under  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
Section  6 
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Miss  E.  BENNETT  

Air.  S.  W.  CHRISTOPHER 

Air.  A.  CROSS  

Mr.  E.  T.  CHAMBERS  

Air.  E.  J.  AIABY  

Miss  L.  HIGGINSON 

Mr.  j.  TINLEY  

Mr.  G.  JORDISON  

Mr.  T.  OHLER  


Airs.  E.  REAVELL  

Mr.  E.  F.  STAMMERS 
Aliss  M.  I.  THORNE 

Mr.  P.  TOPHAM 


Air.  R.  L.  WAUGH  (Vice- 
Chairman)  

Hon.  Secretary  : 


Butchers. 

Factory  Canteen  Service. 

Fried  Fish  Dealers  and  Wet  Fish 
Dealers. 

Guildford  Co-operative  Soc.,  Ltd. 

Grocers  and  General  Provisions 
Stores  (resigned  September,  1954). 
Grocers  and  General  Provisions 
Stores  (elected  January,  1955). 

School  Meals  Service. 

Multiple  Traders  (elected  Septem- 
ber, 1954). 

Union  of  Shop,  Distributive  and 
Allied  Workers. 

Ice  Cream  Distributors  and  Sugar 
Confectionery  (resigned  February, 
1955). 

Guildford  Townswomen’s  Guild. 
Dairymen. 

Caterers  Association  of  Gt.  Britain 
(Surrey  Branch). 

Union  of  Shop,  Distributive  and 
Allied  Workers  (resigned  January, 
1955). 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers. 

Mr.  H.  A.  PERRY. 
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GUILDFORD 

HYGIENIC  FOOD  TRADERS'  GUILD. 

To  : — The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Guildford,  and  Members  of  the  Guildford  Hygienic 
Food  Traders’  Guild. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Radios  and  Gontdomon, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Seventh  Annual  Report 
of  the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  for  the  year 
ending  28th  February,  1955. 

The  past  year  does  not  show  the  usual  amount  of  progress 
and  activity  in  this  Organisation  because  of  staffing  difficulties 
in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department.  It  must  be  realised 
that  although  the  interest  and  recommendations  of  your 
Advisory  Committee  and  members  is  essential  to  the  well- 
being of  this  Organisation,  the  work  in  the  held  rests  entirely 
on  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department.  We 
welcome  the  appointment  of  the  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  (Mr.  G.  Walshaw)  who  is  now  dealing  with  this 
aspect  of  public  health  work.  In  spite  of  the  reduced  number 
of  inspections  of  premises,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  members 
have  largely  maintained  the  high  standards  of  hygiene  in  food 
premises,  which  indicates  that  the  work  put  into  this  scheme 
in  the  early  years  has  borne  fruit,  and  with  few  exceptions, 
the  Guildford  food  trader  can  be  relied  upon  to  maintain  the 
high  standards  which  are  so  necessary  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
the  consumer. 

During  the  past  year  an  important  step  forward  has  been 
taken  with  regard  to  hygiene  in  meat  production.  Since  the 
decontrol  of  meat  supplies  in  July,  1954,  the  Council  has 
operated  the  Experimental  Slaughterhouse  erected  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  and  the  re-opening  of  small  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  where  in  most  cases  condi- 
tions were  primitive  and  unhygienic,  is  now  unnecessary.  The 
conditions  under  which  the  animals  are  slaughtered  and  pre- 
pared for  food  are  better  than  most  places  in  the  country,  and 
enables  100%  meat  inspection  to  be  carried  out.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  an  increase  of  73%  in  through-put  has  been 
achieved  during  the  six  months  ended  December,  1954,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  the  previous  year. 
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The  new  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act  has  now  been 
received  after  an  enormous  amount  of  national  publicity  and  a 
great  deal  of  discussion  between  the  various  trades  organisa- 
tions and  other  interested  parties.  This  is  largely  an  enabling 
Act— enabling  the  Minister  to  make  Regulations  and  Orders 
under  various  sections.  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  in 
their  draft  form,  have  been  the  subject  of  many  heated  dis- 
cussions, and  have  been  modified  considerably  since  the 
original  draft  was  prepared.  Whether  or  not  one  is  pleased 
with  the  modifications  depends  entirely  upon  which  side  of 
the  fence  one  is  on.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  Government 
policy  is  to  continue  to  encourage  improvement  in  standards 
of  hygiene  and  education  of  the  public  largely  on  a voluntary 
basis,  and  it  would  appear  essential,  therefore,  that  the  work 
of  this  organisation  should  continue  as  actively  as  possible  if 
we  are  to  achieve  still  further  improvement  in  the  standards 
of  hygiene  locally. 

I trust  that  in  the  forthcoming  year  we  shall  see  the  re- 
sumption of  many  of  our  previous  activities,  and  that  we  shall 
continue  to  receive  the  support  of  the  majority  of  Guildford 
food  traders  and  their  employees. 

Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Council  and  to  members 
and  officers  of  the  Advisory  Committee  for  their  continued 
efforts  on  behalf  of  this  Organisation. 

(Signed)  R.  F.  SPARROW, 

Chairman  of  the  Advisory  Committee  of 
the  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’ 
Guild. 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

Work  of  the  Guild  for  the  Year  ending  28th  February,  1955. 


Introduction. 

The  Guildford  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild  has  now 
completed  its  seventh  year  of  work  relating  to  standards  of 
hygiene  in  all  classes  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough. 
During  the  year  the  work  has  been  rather  spasmodic  owing  to 
shortage  and  changes  of  staff  in  the  Health  Department,  and 
educational  activities  and  routine  inspection  of  premises  have 
had  to  be  curtailed  for  this  reason.  In  addition,  the  demands 
made  on  the  time  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  meat  inspection 
work  at  the  Guildford  Slaughterhouse  since  July,  1954,  has 
necessarily  encroached  upon  the  time  normally  devoted  to 
food  hygiene  work  and  other  duties. 

Mr.  G.  Walshaw  was  appointed  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  July,  1954,  and  he  has  taken  over  the  main  duties 
connected  with  the  Guild.  It  is  now  hoped  that  our  activities 
will  be  resumed  on  the  same  basis  as  before.  In  view  of  the 
difficulties  mentioned  above,  it  is  all  the  more  pleasing  to 
report  that  in  regard  to  the  premises  which  have  been  visited, 
a high  standard  of  hygiene  has  been  maintained,  which  pays 
tribute  to  the  work  put  into  this  scheme  in  the  first  few  years. 

Only  four  meetings  of  the  Advisory  Committee  were  held 
instead  of  the  usual  six,  and  there  have  been  several  changes 
in  the  membership  of  that  Committee.  We  are  pleased  to 
welcome  Councillor  Miss  J.  Carter,  Mr.  J.  Tinley  and  Mr.  E.  J. 
Maby  who  were  appointed  during  the  year. 

Membership. 

During  the  year  there  were  nine  new  trader  members 
accepted  into  the  Guild,  and  three  ceased  business.  Of  366 
food  traders  in  the  Borough,  194  are  trader  members,  and  our 
employee  membership  remains  at  1,087.  I am  particularly 
sorry  that  owing  to  our  reduced  activities  during  the  past 
year,  we  have  been  unable  to  keep  in  touch  with  employee 
members  as  in  the  past. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  present  state  of  member- 
ship in  relation  to  the  various  trades  : — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Trader 

Employee 

to  which 

Members 

Members 

Guild  applies. 

Accepted. 

Accepted. 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and  Distributors 

3 

2 

12 

Dairies  (excluding  milkshops)  

3 

2 

54 

Bakehouses  and  Flour  Confectioners 

19 

4 

23 

Catering  Establishments  (including  Fac- 
tory and  School  Canteens)  

103 

61 

525 

Grocers  and  General  Stores  

108 

63 

199 

Butchers  and  Cooked  Meat  Manufacturers 

29 

20 

37 

Fishmongers  and  Fishfryers  

21 

9 

9 

Greengrocers  

32 

9 

23 

Sugar  Confectioners  and  Mixed  Trades  

48 

24 

205 

Totals 

366 

194 

1,087 

Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  to  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year. 

In  two  cases  the  patients  were  passing  through  Guildford, 
and  although  they  had  a meal  here  and  were  admitted  to  a 
local  hospital  it  was  subsequently  proved  that  the  source  of 
infection  was  chocolate  eclairs  purchased  and  eaten  away  from 
the  Borough. 

One  child  notified  as  a typhoid  carrier  was  subsequently 
found  to  have  salmonella  typhimurium  organisms  in  specimens 
of  faeces  submitted,  which  is  frequently  associated  with  food 
poisoning.  The  same  organisms  were  found  in  faeces  speci- 
mens from  a sister  of  this  child.  Unfortunately,  notification 
was  received  too  late  for  any  particular  food  consumed  to  be 
incriminated. 

A child  of  four  months  was  notified  as  being  infected  with 
salmonella  typhimurium  and  was  admitted  to  hospital  with 
severe  diarrhoea.  A detailed  investigation  was  made  and  it 
was  evident  that  infection  had  most  likely  arisen  via  con- 
taminated feeding  utensils  in  the  house. 

A man  of  68  years  admitted  to  hospital  for  appendicectomy 
was  found  to  be  suffering  from  enteritis  due  to  salmonella 
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typhimurium.  Unfortunately,  the  notification  was  received 
too  late  for  a satisfactory  investigation  to  be  made. 

A boy  of  2 years  was  suffering  from  acute  diarrhoea  and 
a specimen  of  faeces  from  the  patient  revealed  the  presence  of 
salmonella  typhimurium.  In  this  case  the  family  had  recently 
returned  from  Egypt  and  there  was  a history  of  dysentery 
and  food  poisoning  amongst  other  members  of  the  family.  It 
was  suspected  that  there  was  a “ carrier  ” within  the  family, 
and  it  was  subsequently  established  that  two  of  the  children 
were  bowel  carriers. 

The  immediate  notification  of  suspected  cases  of  food 
poisoning  is  essential  if  a satisfactory  investigation  is  to  be 
made,  but  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  make  a quick  diagnosis, 
and  often  examination  of  specimens  of  faeces,  etc.,  has  to  be 
made,  which  of  course  takes  time. 

Twelve  cases  of  sickness  and  diarrhoea  were  reported 
after  the  consumption  of  a school  meal.  Over  300  other 
children  had  consumed  the  same  meal,  and  after  investigation 
it  was  felt  that  the  food  consumed  had  no  bearing  upon  the 
illness  of  the  12  children  affected. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  I commented  upon  the  pro- 
posals of  this  new  Act  last  year  when  it  was  before  Parliament 
as  a Bill.  The  Act  received  Royal  Assent  in  November  last, 
but  apart  from  Section  28,  which  makes  certain  provisions 
restricting  private  slaughterhouses,  the  new  Act  will  not  come 
into  operation  until  a date  to  be  appointed  by  the  Minister  of 
Food.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  are  at  present  being  pre- 
pared, and  it  is  proposed  to  bring  both  the  Act  and  the 
Regulations  into  force  simultaneously  in  the  very  near  future. 

The  Act  and  the  Regulations  have  received  considerable 
national  publicity,  and  have  been  criticised  by  various  trades 
organisations,  resulting  in  considerable  modifications  of  the 
original  draft  form.  The  new  legislation  will  undoubtedly 
introduce  a number  of  changes,  but  it  is  understood  that  the 
Minister  will  continue  to  rely  to  a considerable  extent  upon 
co-operative  measures  between  local  authorities  and  food 
traders,  and  upon  educational  activities  to  teach  food  handlers 
and  the  public  in  general,  the  more  important  principles  of 
safe  food  handling. 
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It  will  be  readily  understood,  therefore,  that  there  will 
still  be  a need  for  organisations  such  as  our  own  to  promote 
and  stimulate  the  interest  of  all  persons  concerned  in  this 
subject. 

Annual  Report  on  Trader  Members*  Premises. 

In  accordance  with  Rule  14  of  the  “ Conditions  Relating 
to  Membership  and  Administration,”  annual  reports  on  trader 
members’  premises  were  submitted  to  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee in  respect  of  177  trader  members.  In  154  instances, 
the  premises  had  been  maintained  in  an  entirely  satisfactory 
condition;  in  21  instances  continuation  of  membership  was 
approved  subject  to  minor  works  being  carried  out,  which 
were  given  prompt  attention ; and  the  remaining  2 traders  had 
ceased  business. 


Educational  Activities. 

I regret  to  report  that  owing  to  the  staffing  difficulties 
already  mentioned,  no  special  courses  of  lectures  were 
organised  during  the  year.  A lecture  was  given  at  Northmead 
Girls’  School  to  over  100  boys  and  girls  of  school-leaving  age, 
but  no  further  lectures  have  been  so  far  arranged. 

This  is  an  important  part  of  the  work  which  must  be 
resumed  as  quickly  as  possible. 

No  visits  were  made  to  food  factories,  etc.,  but  arrange- 
ments are  in  hand  for  a small  party  to  visit  Kraft  Foods,  Ltd., 
early  in  March. 

Special  Activities. 

Guildford  I dual  Home  and  Trades  Exhibition. 

This  exhibition,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Guildford 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  will  be  held  on  Station  Meadows, 
Guildford,  from  18th-28th  May,  1955.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  to  include  a Food  Hygiene  Exhibit  on  behalf  of 
the  Guild,  and  to  organise  a competition  for  members  of  the 
public  in  conjunction  with  the  exhibition.  Cash  prizes  have 
been  offered  by  the  Council,  and  trader  members  are  invited 
to  provide  supplementary  prizes  in  cash  or  kind. 
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Premises— Repairs  and  Improvements. 

A summary  of  repairs  and  improvements  carried  out  in 
food  premises  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1954,  is  attached  to  this  report.  Again,  the  figures 
show  a decrease  as  compared  with  previous  years  due  to  the 
reduced  number  of  inspections. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  “ Susceptible  ” Foods. 


During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954,  23  samples 
of  “ susceptible  ” foods  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  which  are  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Tinned  cream 
Double  cream 
Fresh  cream 


Synthetic  cream 

Pork  sausage  

Chicken  pie  

Veal,  ham  and  egg  pie 


National  dried  milk 
Corned  beef 


Satisfactory.  Unsatisfactory. 

2 ~ 

— 1 — Faecal  coli  isolated. 

8 4 — Staph,  aureus  and  faecal 

coli  present. 

1 — Staph,  aureus  present, 
faecal  coli  not  isolated. 

1 — 

— 1 — Faecal  coli  isolated. 

1 — 

1 — No  pathogenic  organisms 
isolated.  Gelatin  and  meat 
were  contaminated  with 
saprophytic  moulds. 

1 ' — 


With  regard  to  the  presence  of  Staph.  Aureus  and  Faecal 
Coli  in  fresh  cream,  these  samples  were  all  from  one  source, 
and  precautionary  measures  taken  (heat  treatment)  before 
sale  to  the  public. 


Bacteriological  Examination  of  Washed  Crockery, 

Utensils,  Etc. 

Sixteen  series  of  swabs  from  washed  crockery  and 
utensils  in  catering  establishments  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  The  results  may  be  summarised 


as  follows : — 

Very  good  13 

Good  1 

Fair  1 

Bad  1 
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Although  the  number  of  swabs  taken  is  considerably  less 
than  in  the  previous  year,  the  results  show  a great  improve- 
ment, and  members  of  the  Catering  trade  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  their  efforts.  Results  are  regarded  as  satisfactory 
where  there  is  a bacterial  count  of  100  per  utensil  and  an 
absence  of  B.Coli  and  pathogenic  organisms,  but  in  many 
instances,  bacterial  counts  have  been  considerably  less  than 
100  per  utensil. 

Conclusion. 

The  coming  year  will,  we  hope,  see  a revival  of  interest 
and  activity  in  the  work  of  the  Guild,  especially  in  view  of  the 
new  legislation  which  will  come  into  force  in  the  very  near 
future. 

The  need  for  vigilance  in  regard  to  hygienic  standards  of 
food  production  and  handling  is  constant,  and  whilst  standards 
in  Guildford  may  be  regarded  as  generally  satisfactory,  there 
is  always  room  for  improvement. 

It  is  hoped  that  trader  members  will  continue  to  encourage 
staffs  under  their  control  to  qualify  for  employee  membership 
and  to  realise  their  responsibilities  to  the  general  public. 

Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  Guildford  Borough 
Council,  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Advisory  Committee, 
and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  continued 
support  and  assistance. 


H.  A.  PERRY, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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